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When You Want a Name You Can Trust, Ask for Us
When families must face the unexpected and need 

fi nal arrangements, we are experienced, trustworthy, 
aff ordable, locally owned and caring.

A Subsidiary of Oahu Cemetery & Crematory
808-538-1538 • 2162 Nuuanu Avenue

www.oahumortuary.com

At O‘ahu Cemetery, our unique 
non-profi t ownership structure 

is the reason that our prices 
tend to be the lowest in Hawai‘i 

Our Non-Profi t mission is to provide 
aff ordable end of life care for the people 

of Hawai’i

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Probate

Property Transfer & Gifting

Call for 
Pearlridge offi ce

(808) 487-WILL
(9455)

Visit www.georgenam.com
Serving Hawaii since 1992

H O N O L U L U  -  A I E AH O N O L U L U  -  A I E A

98-211 Pali Momi ST. Suite 811

Cemetery
Plots

Haw’n Mem’l Park
(1) Plot, $7,000

Text/Call 808-224-5050
Two Double Interment at
Hawaiian Memorial Park
$5500/ea 808-346-7028
Transfer of deed included.
Valley of the Temple
6 plots Eternal Love $17K
6 plots Chapel Hill $14K
each/OBO 808-387-5639

Cleria "Jackie" Luuana
Gomez
90, of Waialua, HI, died in
Waipahu on Friday, July 26,
2024. She was born in Hawaii.
Private graveside service.

Eleanor Veronica Kuni
80, of Kapolei, HI, died in Honolulu
on July 19, 2024. She was born
in Honolulu, HI. Services: 3:00 pm
on Saturday, September 28 at
"Open Lot" on Paalaa Uka Pupukea
Road, Helemano.

Jeanne V. Porter
93, of Kapolei, died in Honolulu
on August 14, 2024. She was born
in Alexandria, Virginia. Graveside
Service/Burial: 2:00 pm on Sunday,
September 29 at Hawaiian Memorial
Park Cemetery, Kaneohe.

Bernalda Tantog Suan
91, of Haleiwa, HI, died in Haleiwa
on June 24, 2024. She was born
in Waialua, Oahu, HI. Visitation:
9:30 am, Services: 10:30 am on
Wednesday, October 2 at Mililani
Mortuary Mauka Chapel. Inurnment:
11:30 am at Mililani Memorial
Park Cemetery.

Amy C. Yee
94, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died in
Honolulu, HI on July 23, 2024. She
was born in Honolulu, Hawaii.
Visitation: 10:00 AM; Celebration
of Life Services: 11:00 AM on
Sunday, September 29, 2024 at
Borthwick Mortuary Maunakea
Chapel, Honolulu.
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Marriage licenses 
and birth certificates
Each week, the Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser publishes Oahu 
statistics for marriage licenses 
and birth certificates filed with the 
state Department of Health’s Vital 
Statistics System.

MARRIAGES
Filed on Oahu, Sept. 13-19 

>> �Tajiding Ainikaer and  
Shea Ellen Rye Keene

>> �John Davidson Aiwohi III and 
Joseph Edward Franklin Jr.

>> �Catherine Mary Anderson and 
Michael Anthony Ayala

>> �Kathleen Nicole Ari and  
Shane Thomas Anderson

>> �Joshua Elliot Baker and  
Hannah Kylee Goldsmith

>> �Cassandra Leigh Valera Belisario 
and Shawn Raymond Tyk Jr.

>> �Sharon Marie Bruce and  
Darren Lane Stewart

>> �Christoph Bohm and  
Jane Mittelstadt

>> �Arturo Gallegos Calderon and 
Michelle Yvonne Aguilar

>> �Katherine Napua Casey and 
Ward-Brian Mantaro Almeida

>> �Noah Samuel Chan Sheung 
Chong and Beth Susan Dabis

>> �Brittany Michelle Cook and 
Alexander Martin del Campo

>> �Sarahi Cordero and Nicholas 
Jacinto Barajas

>> �Zhaobo Dong and Ruoyuan Li
>> �Jake Wesley Floyd and  

Kristina Lee Olson
>> �Michael John Fritz and  

Lerone Tirrell Jackson
>> �Alexandra Mei-Ling Gong and 

Anthony David Lee
>> �Sara Lorraine Junker and  

Jared Andrew Dailey
>> �Kalvin Benedict Kelley and 

Sandra Byars Augustine
>> �Alyssa Marie McAlexander and 

Tyson James Haas
>> �Tiahra Alexis McDonald and 

Esperansa Ivette Gonzales
>> �Ashley Nichole Meadors and 

Caleb Ernest Major
>> �Jessica Rochelle Miller and 

Alexis Rosalyn Roper
>> �Joshua Michael Monge and 

Rachel Marie Arnold
>> �Timothy Jon Moran and  

Sandra Marie Young
>> �Ashley Renee Moreno and 

Corey Patrick Correa Jr.
>> �Jonah Kainalu Sanico Mossman 

and Ariana Lee Aiko York
>> �Kerri Elizabeth Parris and  

Walter Guzman Knutzen Jr.
>> �Christopher Ryan Perez and 

William Franklin Isom
>> �Alejandro Daniel Reyes and 

Aimee Nicole Souza
>> �Ryan James Ringler and  

Rachel Elizabeth Robinson
>> �Jessica Ann Salyer and  

John Eric Fischer
>> �Michael Paul Slinger and 

Jeanne Dunn

>> �Kristen Grace Spitale and 
Stephen John Schnell

>> �Alison Elizabeth Taylor and 
Cahal Thomas Duffy

>> �Thomas Nikolai Tonini and 
Catherine Kei Kanoelani Takata

>> �Kathryn Leigh Trussell and 
Shawn-Michael Hauoliuhane 
Zarko

BIRTHS
Filed On Oahu, Sept. 13-19

>> �Daisy Kay Abarzua
>> �Dream Puaala Kahealanipua

ilima Tahiti Kawahineuiomahina-
lanio‘kukui Fumie Aleviado

>> �Jack Makana Appleby
>> �Roman Keali‘iholoholo Weaver 

Beltran
>> ��Kenneth Gray Brumback
>> �Aria Catridna Suyod Candari
>> �Camila Leilani Carrillo
>> �Daniel Warren Chaline-Cano
>> �Tyr Heulihekiliepukamaiana-

maikahohonuokapoewawahiika-
lani Coffee

>> �Brooks Kealoha Ryusho Cox
>> �Kaden Brooks Davis
>> �Scotty James Domingo
>> �Ava Nakagawa Eslava
>> �Georgia Jane Grosvenor
>> �Mackenzie Marilyn Guise
>> �Donnie Lei Guo
>> �Selena Veronica Holsinger
>> �Avery Makanamaikeakua Jay
>> �Kalani Pomaika‘i Jones

>> �Eldon Jarrett Ka‘upenakuka-
hakai Kahale

>> �Malia Kailana Marie Kauai
>> �Kamea Lokahi Keawemauhili
>> �Lany Jo Kent
>> �Kaison Shunichi Kunioka
>> �Michelle Aonani Lkhagvasuren
>> �Laauoleamotasiosamoa Lincoln 

Logoleo Jr.
>> �Vakani Leo Lykudra
>> �Haloa Hezekiah Mathis Macalino
>> �Jhaezley Na Hoku Nani O‘kalani 

Mahiai-Aldosa
>> �Koa Ocean Merrill
>> �Levi-Glenn Isamu Nagaishi
>> �Sienna Rose Nigro
>> �Amelia Sofia Owens
>> �Naia Celine Pahed
>> �Harlie Kalei Paikai-Castro
>> �Patryx Aian Norman Cabaluan 

Pascua
>> �Sione-Hanisi Lisiate Bo Pututau
>> �Albert Jr Santos
>> �Callen John Schultz
>> �Azriel Steel Ganancial Somera
>> �Ava Meleana Spencer
>> �Aceten Shade Tolentino
>> �Kali Mae Torres
>> �Callihan Bradford Towns
>> �Liberty Jane Tyler
>> �Benjamin Franz Whitney
>> �Luka Kieran Willis
>> �Pikai Christopher Jr. Wilson
>> �Ka‘ilimahiehie Michele 

Noweokala Coleman Wolfe
>> �Peter Kalanipi’iakeaikekahili-

ho‘olani Leon Wong
>> �Oliver Lee Kahuilaokalani 

Zalopany

necessary regulatory ap-
provals promptly, if at all.

Territorial also noted that 
the proposal was contingent 
on several conditions, in-
cluding due diligence and 
the completion of a tender 
offer requiring the cancella-
tion of at least 70% of Terri-
torial’s outstanding shares. 
In contrast, the Hope merger 
already has undergone a  
detailed due-diligence re-
view, with only a few remain-
ing conditions left for 
completion.

“These and other aspects 
of the Blue Hill proposal  
led the Territorial Board  
to reject it in the long-term 
interests of shareholders,” 
Territorial said in its  
statement.

Landon and the investors 
argue that Territorial’s 
shares are undervalued and 
could rebound as expected 
interest rate cuts ease fund-
ing pressures and buoy as-
set values. On Wednesday 
the Federal Reserve cut in-
terest rates by a half-point. 
Territorial’s shares finished 
Friday at $10.30.

Blue Hill Advisors added 
that the proposal could help 
preserve a century-old Ha-
waii institution dedicated  
to serving local communi-
ties, keep Territorial under 
local leadership with mini-
mal disruption to employees 
and customers, and provide 
opportunity for Territorial 

to return to profitability and 
growth.

The proposal also could 
create more jobs in Hawaii 
as the company invests in 
future growth and technol-
ogy while also allowing  
current shareholders who 
participate to share in  
expected value creation.

“We believe Territorial 
shares have considerable 
upside from here,” Jason 
Blumberg, managing mem-
ber of Blue Hill Advisors, 

said Tuesday in a statement. 
“We are providing a substan-
tial premium in cash and  
offering a meaningful per-
centage of existing share-
holders the option to 
participate in the bank’s re-
covery if they choose to. 
The merger with Hope sub-
stantially dilutes the value of  
any recovery in Territorial. 
Shareholders who want to 
own Hope stock can take 
our cash and buy more 
shares than they would have 

received in the merger.”
Territorial Bancorp,  

with about $2 billion in as-
sets, operates 28 Territorial 
Savings Bank branches on 
Oahu, Maui, Kauai and Ha-
waii island.

Hope Bancorp operates 
Bank of Hope, which has  
48 branches in California, 
Washington, Texas, Illinois, 
New York, New Jersey, Vir-
ginia, Alabama and Georgia. 
The company has about  
$17 billion in assets.

Blue Hill Advisors said  
the merger with Hope would 
leave Territorial sharehold-
ers with just a 5.6% stake in 
the new company, reducing 
their ability to benefit from 
the expected recovery.

Under the merger agree-
ment with Hope, Territorial 
shareholders will receive 0.8 
share of Hope Bancorp com-
mon stock in exchange for 
each share of Territorial 
common stock they own.

“Voting against the Hope 
merger would send a mes-
sage that shareholders be-
lieve the bank has better 
options,” Blumberg added.

While the investors  
remain hopeful, it will ulti-
mately be up to Territorial’s 
shareholders to decide, as 
the Hope merger requires 
approval from a majority of 
outstanding shares.

Territorial shareholders 
who want more information 
about the new offer can con-
tact Blue Hill Advisors for 
more information at 917-733-
0381 or jason@bluehilladv.
com, or to express their  
support for the proposal di-
rectly to Territorial’s board.

Shareholders who already 
have voted in favor of the 
Hope merger but wish to 
change their vote still can 
do so before the Oct. 10  
special meeting of Territo-
rial stockholders. Instruc-
tions for changing votes is 
described in the prospectus 
that Hope filed Aug. 22 with 
the U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission. It can 
be accessed at 808ne.
ws/4ezZqmt.
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remain focused on reach-
ing an agreement that leads 
to our nurses returning to 
the bedside.”

The nurses have been 
working without a con-
tract since December.  
Negotiations over a new 
three-year contract have 
dragged on for over a 
year, and at one point in-
volved a federal mediator.

Nurses say they have 
been burdened with too 
many patients at one time, 
sometimes without ade-
quate training, and that 
they need ratio limits for 
patient safety and to avoid 
mandatory overtime.

Administrators of the 
hospital, which is run by 
Hawaii Pacific Health, say 
management needs flexi-
bility to respond to chang-
ing situations as they arise, 
and that they are working 
on a “staffing matrix” to 
address nurses’ concerns.

Pressure has been 
mounting on both sides 
and in the community. Par-
ents of one Kapi‘olani pa-
tient, a 4-year-old girl who 
died Tuesday, have come 
forward to say that they 
believe diminished care by 
the hospital’s temporary 
nursing staff was a factor 
in their child’s death.
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Territorial Bancorp Inc. has reaffirmed its commitment to the proposed merger 
with Los Angeles-based Hope Bancorp Inc. following an acquisition proposal 
from Blue Hill Advisors LLC.

Cultivating awa
The Malama Sanctuary,  

a nonprofit dedicated to 
creating sustainable com-
munities, has a laboratory 
and greenhouses in Pahoa 
on Hawaii island that will 
house the project, accord-
ing to Executive Director 
Alex Smolak.

“Our goal is to facilitate 
Hawaii becoming a global 
leader in awa production 
and to support backyard 
growers to plant Hawaiian 
awa in their home gardens,” 
he said.

According to Smolak,  
awa is a canoe plant that 
does not produce seeds, so 
the only way to reproduce 
it is through cuttings, which 
are rare, or through tissue 
culture propagation, which 
takes time.

Awa is difficult to find 
and is not particularly 
fast-growing, he said,  
so cannot be scaled up 
quickly.

In earlier times, “we  
had awa growing in valleys, 
in gulches,” said Smolak.  
“People came and har-
vested and never replanted 
it, so it’s very difficult now 
to find awa growing in the 
wild, uncultivated in  
Hawaii.”

Smolak has already been 

busy with tissue culture 
propagation — growing the 
plants “in vitro” — to pre-
pare for the grant, with  
the goal of preserving all  
13 Hawaiian cultivars.

“With tissue culture I  
simply take a piece of the 
bud, grow it in a lab in test 
tubes,” he said, “and from 
that bud it grows into  
thousands.”

These buds will root  
and become tiny plants  
that can then be placed in 
 a greenhouse, and grow in 
about eight months into 
plants ideal for placement 
in a field.

Once established, awa is 

fairly low-maintenance, 
with a two- to four-year  
harvest cycle.

The goal is to distribute 
the plants at affordable 
costs and to make them 
readily available. He aims  
to offer 1-gallon potted 
plants for sale statewide  
by the end of 2025.

“We want to promote  
the awa industry, but awa  
is also ornamental if people 
want to plant it,” he said. 
“It’s a low shrub, and some 
of the varieties have dark, 
black stems with bright 
green leaves.”

Clearing the way
A key to the cultivation  

of awa came from the state 
Department of Health’s 
clearance earlier this year 
of awa as “generally recog-
nized as safe” to consume 
as traditionally prepared.

DOH made this determi-
nation after consultation 
with experts from the Uni-
versity of Hawaii College  
of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resources.

The department was also 
responding to the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration’s 
determination in 2020 that 
kava was not safe for hu-
man consumption due to 
the potential for liver- 
related injuries.

DOH determined the  
key difference is in its 
preparation and the result-
ing products.

Traditionally, the awa 
beverage is prepared by 
steeping the root of the 
shrub in water to extract 
kavalactones — the com-
pounds that work as a  
sedative.

When awa is mixed with 
acetone, ethanol or other 
solvents, however, the re-
sulting product has two to 
10 times more kavalactones 
than with water, posing a 
significant health hazard to 
the liver.

DOH said the FDA “erro-
neously classified” kava as 
unsafe for human consump-
tion because its review of 
scientific studies did not 
look at the traditional 
preparation of the beverage 
as practiced in Hawaii.

Instead, the FDA exam-
ined studies that focused  
almost exclusively on kava 
supplements that were 
manufactured using ace-
tone or other organic com-
pounds, according to 
Michael Burke, DOH’s envi-
ronmental health program 
manager.

DOH said if prepared in 
the “specific, traditional, 
and customary manner” 
with the noble variety of 
the awa root mixed with  
water or coconut water, the 
state would not consider 
the awa to be a violation of 
the law.

Due to sedative proper-
ties that help induce relax-
ation and sleep, awa is used 

to reduce anxiety or  
insomnia.

Studies have found prom-
ising results on kava and its 
anti-inflammatory and an-
ti-cancer effects, in addition 
to neurological benefits.

The state Department  
of Agriculture received 
$525,000 in federal funding 
for specialty crop grants, 
which will be used to fund 
nine projects, including the 
awa project.

The U.S. Department  
of Agriculture defines spe-
cialty crops as fruits and 
vegetables that are culti-
vated or managed, and 
used by people for food, 
medicinal purposes or aes-
thetic gratification.

“Hawaii agriculture is 
uniquely different from the 
mainland in that specialty 
crops comprise the major-
ity of our agricultural indus-
try,” said Sharon Hurd,  
BOA chair, in a news re-
lease. “This block grant  
program is an important 
source of funding in sup-
port of both food and horti-
cultural production in the 
state.”

Other projects funded 
 by the grants include re-
search on improving coffee 
plant varieties resistant  
to coffee leaf rust, improv-
ing sweet corn production 
through sustainable prac-
tices, and a specialized 
course to boost future seed 
growers in Hawaii.
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NURSES
Continued from A9 Our goal is to 

facilitate Hawaii 
becoming a global 
leader in awa 
production and to 
support backyard 
growers to plant 
Hawaiian awa in 
their home 
gardens.”

Alex Smolak
Executive director,  
Malama Sanctuary
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